“CHRISTIAN BASICS”

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT WHAT IT MEANS
TO BE A CHRISTIAN — A CHRIST-FOLLOWER?

HAVE YOU RECENTLY BECOME A CHURCH MEMBER, OR
BEEN CONSIDERING MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHURCH?

DO YOU ENJOY THE KIND OF DISCUSSION AND SOCIAL
INTERACTION THAT THE SMALL-GROUP FORMAT
ENCOURAGES?

DO YOU WANT TO TAKE ON A SPECIAL PROJECT FOR
LENT?

IF so, THEN “CHRISTIAN BASICS” IS FOR YOU!

IT IS A SIX WEEK COURSE WHICH WILL RUN ON FRIDAYS
~7:00 TO 9:00 P.M.

CONTACT KARLA TO INDICATE YOUR INTEREST.

BY EMAIL: karla@westminsterstpauls.ca
OR
BY PHONE: 824 5221
OR
SPEAK TO HER AFTER CHURCH

THE SIX WEEKS WILL COVER:

1. A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE BIBLE AND A
DISCUSSION OF WHAT CHRISTIANS MEAN
WHEN THEY SAY THE BIBLE IS “THE
WORD OF GOD.”

2. AN EXPLORATION OF WHO GOD IS:
CHRISTIANS HAVE SAID GOD IS “FATHER,
SON AND HOLY SPIRIT.” HOW DOES
KNOWING GOD AS “TRINITY — THREE IN
ONE” AFFECT CHRISTIAN FAITH AND
SPIRITUALITY?

3. AN EXPLORATION OF WHO CHRIST IS:
WHO IS CHRIST IN HIMSELF, AND WHO IS
CHRIST FOR US?

4. DISCOVERY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AS THE
POWER OF GOD IN ONE’S CHRISTIAN LIFE
AND IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH.

5. A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE THEOLOGY AND
HISTORY OF THE CHURCH, WITH SPECIAL
EMPHASIS ON THE PECULIARITIES OF
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES.

6. DISCUSSION OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE AS A
FOLLOWING IN “THE WAY” OUTLINED BY
CHRIST. COMPLETE WITH BEHAVIOURAL
CODE AND SET OF SPIRITUAL
DISCIPLINES.
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BEING A CHRISTIAN IS A MATTER OF BELIEVING, BEHAVING
AND BELONGING.

TRADITIONALLY, THE BEL/IEF REQUIRED WAS THE CONTENT
OF THE APOSTLES’ CREED, THE BEHAVIOUR WAS THAT
OUTLINED BY THE 10 COMMANDMENTS, AND THE
BELONGING WAS THAT SYMBOLIZED BY THE LORD’S
PRAYER.

THE COURSE WILL ACQUAINT PARTICIPANTS WITH ALL OF
THESE, BUT WILL PRIMARILY USE CONTEMPORARY
DOCUMENTS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA
SUCH AS L/IVING FAITH AND THE CATECHISM FOR TODAY.
STATEMENTS OF CHRISTIAN BELIEF.

WE SHALL ALSO PRAY, AND SING AND EAT — THE WAYS
CHRISTIANS COME TO FEEL THEY BELONG.

PARTICIPANTS WILL HAVE A PERSONAL

WORKBOOK/ JOURNAL TO TAKE NOTES IN FOR EACH OF THE
40 DAYS OF LENT, AS THEY READ AND THINK OVER THE
COURSE MATERIAL. WE SHALL ALSO GAUGE INTEREST IN
HAVING MENTORSHIP CONVERSATIONS WITH A MATURE
CHRISTIAN IN THE CONGREGATION. THIS IS DESIGNED TO
MOULD BEHAVIOUR TO THE SHAPE OF A DISCIPLINED
CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY.

AT THE END OF THE COURSE, PARTICIPANTS WHO HAVE NOT
ALREADY MADE PROFESSION OF FAITH, OR ENTERED THE
MEMBERSHIP OF THE CHURCH, WILL BE ASKED IF THEY WISH
TO DO SO AT THE EASTER OR PENTECOST SERVICES (THE
TRADITIONAL SEASON AT WHICH THE CHURCH HAS
BAPTIZED NEW BELIEVERS AND RECEIVED NEW MEMBERS).
HOWEVER, THE COURSE IS SOMETHING SEPARATE FROM
THE ISSUE OF MEMBERSHIP, AND NO PRESSURE WILL BE
APPLIED TO BECOME A CHURCH MEMBER AT THE END OF
THE COURSE.

SIX WEEKS IS A SHORT TIME TO COVER SO MUCH IMPORTANT
AND POTENTIALLY LIFE-TRANSFORMING MATERIAL.
PARTICIPANTS SHOULD ENTER INTO THE PROCESS WITH
SERIOUSNESS, AND, IF THEY BEGIN, SHOULD REMAIN
COMMITTED TO THE GROUP FOR THE DURATION.

Prayer, alone and with other Christians,
is a Christian basic.

Worship together with the whole people
of God is a Christian basic.

Witnessing the love of God, especially to
those in need is a Christian basic.
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